	
	THEME LIFE AND LIVING THINGS
	SEQUENCE
	ENQUIRY

	Y2
	Y2 Living things and their habitats
Beachcomber
Habitats

Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive.

Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other.

Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including micro-habitats.

Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.

Observe living things in their habitats during different seasonal changes.
03a Amazing Birds


Y2 Habitats

Notice that animals have offspring which grow into adults.

Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals for survival (water, food and air).

03a Minibeast movement


	· Some things are alive, some things are dead and others have never lived. Living things independently move, sense, breathe, get rid of waste products (excrete), create new living things and eat. Dead things used to be alive but no longer do these things. Never alive things might do some of these thing, but not all. Plants do all of these things but cannot always see them do it.
Classify objects according to these criteria. Observe videos which show plants moving. Classification
· The place where living things live is called their habitat. Living things are usually well suited to their habitat. Their habitat provides everything they need to survive (food, shelter and water) and do well (prosper).
Microhabitats exist inside habitats. These are tiny habitats such as under a leaf in a woodland.
Label different habitats and describe them: polar, urban, woodland, ocean, desert, rainforest, coastal, pond.
Investigate local habitats and microhabitats and record animals and plant which live in them
**Enquiry**
Describe how animals are suited to their habitats.
· Living things depend on other living things to survive and prosper. Plants depend on animals to spread their seeds. Living things can depend on trees for shelter.
Investigate local habitats and micro-habitats to observe this in action. Describe how living things depend on each other.
· Living things depend on each other for food. Carnivores depend on their prey for food. Herbivores depend on plants for food. Omnivores depend on both for food.
Draw simple food chains.




















	Observe over time
Identify and classify
[bookmark: _GoBack]Use secondary sources



	Y4
	Mighty Mountains
Y4 Environment
Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways.

Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and wider environment.

Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things.

Use and make identification keys for plants and animals.
	· We can group living things in a variety of ways, particularly by their appearance.
Compare features of living things.
· We can use classification keys to find out the names of living things.
Model how to ask questions to use a classification key. Children explore local habitat using classification keys.
· Habitats can change over time and this sometimes causes dangers to living things. Some of these changes are affected by humans. Others, such as weather, are natural changes. Some living things are able to respond to these changes; others are not always able to.
Identify changes to environment and classify as man-made or natural. Identify effects of changes to environment and classify as positive or negative. Classification Fieldwork to observe human impact.












	

Secondary Sources



Observations over time

Pattern seeking





	Y5
	Ancient Greece
Describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences
including micro-organisms, plants and animals.

Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago.

Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents.

Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution.

	· All living things reproduce which we have seen before with offspring and new plants.
· Most animals reproduce sexually which involves sperm from a male, and an egg from a female. When a sperm enters an egg, this is called fertilisation.

· Animals' life cycles are different.
Mammals are born live and as smaller versions of their adult form. Offspring grow inside their mother for different periods of time until they are born.
Amphibians are born as eggs and their form changes as they grow.
Insects are born as eggs and their form changes as they grow. Their form completely changes when they become adults and this is called metamorphosis.
Birds are born as eggs and then as smaller versions of their adult form, once they hatch.
Observe life cycles of different animals including birth.
**Close observation**
Sequence life cycles of different animals.
Explain why some animals need to have many offspring.
**Secondary research**




	

Identify and classify
Pattern seeking enquiry
Use secondary sources






	Y6
	Darwin’s Delights/Ancient Greece

Describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences
including micro-organisms, plants and animals.

Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago.

Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents.

Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution.
	· There are other living things apart from animals and plants. Some of these things are so small that we cannot see them. These are called micro-organisms. Some living things belong to the fungus family: the most famous example is a mushroom.
Use classification keys to identify new organisms. Learn about the effects of micro-organisms on the human body (positive and negative). Observation over time of mould growing  Hand-Hygiene-lesson-plan-and-resources-KS2.pdf
· Animals can be organised into two distinct groups: vertebrates and invertebrates. A vertebrate has a skeleton inside its body; an invertebrate does not have a backbone. These can also be organised into smaller groups. They organised by sharing characteristics.
Use classification keys to identify new organisms. Classify animals to their sub groups using common characteristics.
Humans and animals have changed over time. Our evidence for this comes from fossils.
Humans and animals produce offspring. These offspring look similar to their parents but are not identical. We see this in humans and other animals. The features which are passed on are called inherited features.
Compare themselves with parents - or compare children of famous people with parents. Focus on how male and female offspring take features from both parents. Compare offspring of mixed-breed dogs. Comparative Classify which features are inherited and which are not.
Some of these changes between parents and offspring give offspring advantages over others. For example, those with longer legs are more likely to run faster. When these advantages help humans and animals to adapt to their environment, they are more likely to survive. This is called adaptation. Adaptation can lead to evolution if these advantages are passed on to future offspring over a long time as new species are created.
Our understanding of evolution has changed over time. Our current understanding is influenced by Charles Darwin.
Sequence images of fossils of skulls. Observe changes over time.
Observe how an animal has evolved over time. Observe changes over time. Explore primate family tree Compare skulls/skeletons of primates and explain how they have adapted to their environments. Compare similarities and differences between humans and chimpanzees.
· Our understanding of evolution has changed over time. Our current understanding is influenced by Charles Darwin.
Learn about Charles Darwin. Compare different theories of evolution: Charles Darwin, Mary Anning and Alfred Wallace. Secondary research.
	



Secondary Sources



Observations over time

Clasification




BIG IDEAS
7. Organisms are organised on a cellular basis and have a finite
life span
8. Organisms require a supply of energy and materials
for which they often depend on, or compete with,
other organisms
9. Genetic information is passed down from one generation of
organisms to another
10. The diversity of organisms, living and extinct, is the result of evolution


